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342 Capt. R. F. BU1RTON.-On HI?uman Rentains 

The Director read the following, paper: 
On HUMAN REMAINS and OTHER ARTICLES front Iceland. By 

Captain R. F. BURTON, H.B.M.'s Consul, Trieste. 

I HAVE the pleasure to forward, for the inspection of the 
Anthropological Institute, a small collection of human remains 
and other articles from Iceland. 

The site of the "find" will readily be found upon the four- 
sheet map of Gunnlaugsson and Olsen. Cast the eye eastward 
of the great southern stream "Markarfljot," march or forest flood 
-whose eastern delta-arm debouches nearly opposite to Ver- 
maninaeyjavr-Islands of the Westmen-that is to say, of the 
Irishmen. You will see on the left (east) of the stream the 
little valley of Thorsm6rk, the grove of Thor, a good sturdy old 
god whose name still lives and tlhrives in Iceland. He was 
even preferred to Odin-" Hinn Almattki A'ss," "that almnighty 
A'ss"-by the people of Snowland; and in more modern days he 
was invoked when a doughty deed was about to be done, the 
deities of Christianity being preferred only when the more 
feminine qualities of mildness and mercy were to be displayed. 

The valley in question is described by the " Oxonian in Ice- 
land" as a " beautifuil, green-wooded spot," near wlhiclh the 
Markarfljot flows. About eight miles long, with precipitous 
sides, its site is bisected by a narrow but tolerably deep 
" boulder-river "-a bugbear, by the by, of Icelandic travel-and 
this must be repeatedly forded. The map shows a green patchl, 
the shrubs may average six feet, whilst one monster, a miountain 
ash, attains the abnorm-al attitude of thirty to tlhirty-six feet. 
It is one of the tallest, if not thbe tallest in the island. The two 
" giant trees " of Akreyri, wlhiclh every traveller is in duty bound 
to admire, do not exceed twenty-five feet. 

Reaching, on July 16, 1872, Thingwalla (Ding,wall or Thing- 
wall), after a Cockney tour to Hekla and the Geysirs, I met a 
young Englishman, who was returning from a sketclingc expedi- 
tion round the now rarely-visited south coast. Fromll Hekla I 
miglt easily have made Thorsmdrk in a day, but the depot of 
bones was then unknown to me. Mr. W-- lad travelled 
from the Eyvindarholt farm, west south-vest of the site of the 
find, in some six lhours of fast work, and complained miuch of 
the road. There are only two guides, and the lhalf-dozen influ- 
ents of the Markarfljot were judged dangerous. It is only fair, 
however, to state that lhe had read the "Oxoniian in Icelald," 
and he was prepared to ford the terrible torrents, nearly tlhree 
feet deep ! in boots and " buff." After passing the sites of many 
finie farnms, now destroyed by the ever-increasinig ice, lie enitered 
time valley froml Eyviidarliolt by a ruggred enitrancee, leaving time 
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ancd other articles fronm Iceland. 343 

bone heap about half way and to the right of his track. The 
remains lie under a cliff where mnuch rocky matter, possibly 
moraine, has falleni. Above it is the ice-foot, projected by the 
great glaciers and nev6s, Merk-J6kull and Godalands Jokull, 
which rise to the north-east and south-east of it, whilst the rest 
of the valley, where eternal winter has not overwhelmed the 
woods, is the usual Icelandic green-vivid and metallic. The 
heaps evidently consist of 

" The bones of men 
In some forgotten battle slain, 
Bleached by the drifting wind and rain." 

Social tradition assigns them to the trouiblous times of " Burnt 
Njal," made known to England by that ripe Scandinaviaii 
scholar, Mr. G. W. Dasent. This must be expected in these 
parts of Iceland; several of the remains, however, are described 
as those of infants. 

From Bjarni Finnbogusson, who as a " youth of great energy 
and pluck" had accompanied Mr. Shepherd, of north-western 
peninsula fame, and who, developed to a prodigious rascal, had 
undertaken Mr. WV , I took the cranial fragments inarked 
A and B. Arrived at IReykjavik, he agreed for twenty-seven rix- 
dols. (say ?3) to ride back and bring, me as many skulls as could 
be found or dug up. After attempting, in vain-he had taken 
earnest money-to throw me over in favour of another party of 
travellers, he set out on Saturday, July 20. He was not to 
return till the next Friday evening, but wishing to secure more 
victims, he came back on Thursday, too soon for any good results. 
Also, he charged me for doing nothing thirty-two rix-dols. 
instead of twenty-seven rix-dols., which extortionate demand was 
satisfied rather than run the risk of men saying that an English- 
man had shirked payment. I have the pleasure, despite sundry 
certificates obtained from various innocents, his dupes, to give 
him the very worst of characters, and strongly to warn future 
travellers in Iceland against him. The guides at Reykjavik are 
not worse than the generality of their craft, pace, Mr. Baring- 
Gould; somie are better; but Mister Bjarni-he is genierally 
called by his English employers Blarney and Barney-is a bad 
lot, who knows well how to pelare la quaglia senza farla 
gridtre. 

The following are the principal items herewith forwarded:- 
Three fragments of thighbones. 
One large hone. Three smaller. 
Oiie parcel of sundries. 
One broken spindle (?). Steatite (?). 
The hlones, of which tlhiere is an interesting collection in the 

youiicg museum of Reykjavik, arc interestinc. The old world 
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344 C. C. BLAKE.-Notes on Human Remains 

Icelanders, as Uno von Troil informs us, ever held it a " noble 
art to understand well how to sharpen the instruments of death." 
I add a pair of Iceland shoes, the " revelins" of our Scoto-Scan- 
dinavian islands, as theyreadily explain why the people are not 
mountaineers. Also a specinmen of the norinal pack-saddle, with 
pegs of reindeer horn, and the very appropriate "namdahs ", 
peat slabs, the Menyanthes trifoliata being always preferred. 
It will warn travellers what to expect, and tourists will select 
their " impediinenta " accordingly. 

The following paper was read by the author. 

NOTES on HUMAN REMAINS brought from Iceland by Captain 
Burton. By C. CARTER BLAKE, Doct. Sci., M.A.I., Lecturer oin 
Comparative Anatomy anid Zoology at Westmiinster Hospital. 

THE remains which Captain Burton has brought from Iceland 
are composed of fragmentary evidences of man, hog, ox, and horse. 

I. MAN. 

There are five races of man with whom aniy remains which 
may be found in Iceland may be compared with a view to their 
identification-the Norwegian, Skra4ling or Esquimaux, Jrish, 
Lappish, and Russian. I shall briefly pass over the chief char- 
acters of these races, and as the Norwegian is the race which 
forms the majority of the Icelandic population at the present 
tinme, I shall commence with it. 

The late Dr. James Hunt, during his tour in Norway, col- 
lected an enormous amount of statistical facts with regard to 
the cranial measurements of the Norwegians, which were ver- 
bally communicated to the British Association for the Advance- 
melnt of Science at Birmingham. 

The publication of the uemoir containing them was postponed 
at the wish of the author, and I am consequently only able to 
refer to iny own rough notes, taken at a time when I examined 
the manuscript of my lamented friend. The general results 
seem to have been that the Norwegian skull, excludinlg from 
consideration all persons apparently of Lappish descent, was 
excessively short and round, that cases of brachistocephaly were 
frequent, and that cases even of hyperbrachistocephaly were to 
be found. The district investigated by Dr. Hunt was chiefly 
to the north of Drontheim, and especially the ineighbourhood of 
Hammerfest. The Swedish skull, on the other hand, appears to 
be dolichocephalic to a degree; while the researchles of Dr. 
Beddoe on the head formns of the Danes indicate a population 
whose craniial index oscillates fronm 85 9 to 75 3. 
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